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1. Description of Innovation:

We have put anew spin on an old idea. We have purchased two carts which have avariety of
activities on each of them. Because activities are going to be afocus of the state this year we
decided to get a head start and address residents who do not like to participate in group activities.

On our cart we have two or three CD players with avariety of music choices from religiousto big
band, etc. We have books on tape for the visually impaired, crossword puzzles, trivia sheets,
word search puzzles, mini jigsaw puzzles, magazines of al typesand large print books. The
books cover avariety of topicsincluding best seller novels. We also have large coffee table
books on flowers and mgjor cities. There are decks of cards, dominoes, and checkers for
residents who wish to play with another person or afamily members. We even have water colors
for the artistic minded. Snacks like granola bars, cereal fruit bars, chocolate bars and cheese and
crackers are also on the cart providing the residents for additional opportunitiesto snack during
the day.

The carts visit the residents’ rooms severa times during the day. This allows activities staff to
interact with the residents who choose to stay in their rooms. This also works well for our
Medicare residents who don’t have the energy to participate in group activities after an intensive
day of therapy. It givesthem the opportunity to choose something they might enjoy doing to help
pass the time.
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2. Budget:

The cost was nominal. The carts cost $40 each. The large print books were donated. The CD
players were $20 each ($120). Music and magazines are donated. Games, puzzles snacks are
nominal in cost. Thetotal cost for the project did not exceed $300.
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